
Becoming a Student of the Word 

Tasting A Sample 
With Mike Colburn 

 

COOKING DEMONSTRATION 
We cannot              what we do not             ! 

We must never forget what the writer of Hebrews 
declares: 

Hebrews 4:12 NLT 
12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is 
sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting 
between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. 
It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. 

The living Word of God must penetrate and probe 
our own souls before we present it to others. It’s 
only after our hearts have been examined, cleansed, 
and softened by God and we’ve opened ourselves 
to His instruction, encouragement, rebuke, and 
correction that we’ll be ready to teach His truths to 
others. 

  



A PARABLE ABOUT PREPARATION 
In Mark 4, we find Jesus telling a story that 
illustrates the importance of                             and 
being                            .  

In order to get a feel for the setting of this story, 
let’s talk a little about where Jesus was teaching at 
the time: the Sea of                      . 

Interestingly, this particular terrain provided a 
natural amphitheater that enhanced the acoustics. 
Even without the use of microphones and speakers, 
the voice of an individual could easily be heard 
there among a large group. Theologian James 
Edwards writes, “Israeli scientists have verified that 
the ‘Bay of Parables’ can transmit a human voice 
effortlessly to several thousand people on shore.” 

OBSERVING THE PARABLE 
As we study, we want to observe, interpret, 
correlate, and apply, just as we have learned to do 
in the previous weeks. We will begin by observing 
the Scriptures —by seeing what the verses say as 
Mark originally wrote them. 

Mark 4:1 NLT 
1 Once again Jesus began teaching by the lakeshore. 
A very large crowd soon gathered around him, so he 
got into a boat. Then he sat in the boat while all the 
people remained on the shore. 



Picture it in your mind as He steps into the boat and 
sits down.  

Next, we read: 

Mark 4:2 NLT 
2 He taught them by telling many stories in the form 
of parables, such as this one: 

Let’s ask some questions of observation:  

What does the word (παραβολή) ‘parable’ 
mean?                                                                                  
                                                                                              
                                                                                  

Meaning of the word (παραβολή) Parable: 

• New Unger’s Bible Dictionary: “to lay by the side 
of; to compare so as to see the likeness or 
similarity.”  

• New International Dictionary: “to throw 
alongside, compare.” 

• NASB Dictionary: “placing beside, a comparison.” 

As I read this chapter in Mark 4, I’m thinking and 
learning while I’m reading. I might write down notes 
like these: “Jesus is by a lake. He’s in a boat. A very 
large crowd has gathered. He sits down and begins 
to teach them.”  

 



After I make those observations, I read Jesus’ 
opening statement: 

Mark 4:3 NLT 
3 “Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seed. 

By listening to what He’s saying, we can enter into 
the scene. Go there! In this passage, we know that 
Jesus is by the shoreline and that He’s teaching the 
people through a story.  

I love the way Dr. Warren Wiersbe describes the 
parable: 

The Bible Exposition Commentary Chapter Three: The 
Servant, the Crowds, and the Kingdom (Mark 3:13–4:34) 
A parable begins innocently as a picture that arrests 
our attention and arouses our interest. But as we 
study the picture, it becomes a mirror in which we 
suddenly see ourselves. If we continue to look by 
faith, the mirror becomes a window through which 
we see God and His truth. How we respond to that 
truth will determine what further truth God will 
teach us. 

Keep that description in mind as you read the words 
of Jesus. 

Mark 4:4 NLT 
4 As he scattered it across his field, some of the seed 
fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate it. 

 



On my notes, I would write down the result Jesus 
mentions. 

Mark 4:5–6 NLT 
5 Other seed fell on shallow soil with underlying 
rock. The seed sprouted quickly because the soil 
was shallow.  
 
6 But the plant soon wilted under the hot sun, and 
since it didn’t have deep roots, it died. 

As I study, I’m starting to see a progression, which 
becomes clear with the mention of the third 
category of seed. 

Mark 4:7–8 NLT 
7 Other seed fell among thorns that grew up and 
choked out the tender plants so they produced no 
grain.  
 
8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they 
sprouted, grew, and produced a crop that was 
thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as 
had been planted!” 

Again, all of these observations would be recorded 
in my notes. 

Mark 4:9 NLT 
9 Then he said, “Anyone with ears to hear should 
listen and understand.” 

Remember, the Bible doesn’t yield its fruit to the 
hurried soul or the lazy mind.  



The scene doesn’t end with the story. Read on. 

Mark 4:10 NLT 
10 Later, when Jesus was alone with the twelve 
disciples and with the others who were gathered 
around, they asked him what the parables meant. 

INTERPRETING THE PARABLE 
Often parables are difficult to figure out, but Jesus 
interpreted it for them, explaining the meaning 
plainly. Look closely: 

Mark 4:13 NLT 
13 Then Jesus said to them, “If you can’t understand 
the meaning of this parable, how will you 
understand all the other parables? 

Word of caution: be careful not to make every part 
of the story                                  . Just focus on 
the                               .  

Jesus modeled                                         at its best. 

Jesus returned to the beginning of the story, 
explaining its spiritual message. 

Mark 4:14 NLT 
14 The farmer plants seed by taking God’s word to 
others. 

When you share the message of Christ with 
someone else, you’re planting a             , regardless 
of the                         .  



Let me add this admonition to all who teach God’s 
truth: stay with the seed. Don’t ever change it. 
Don’t look for something else to plant. The seed is 
the Bible, the Word of God, and God promises it will 
never return empty (see Isaiah 55:10-11). 

FOUR DIFFERENT KINDS OF SOIL: 

1. He started with the hard pathway: 

Mark 4:15 NLT 
15 The seed that fell on the footpath represents 
those who hear the message, only to have Satan 
come at once and take it away. 

The first soil represents the condition of the 
recipient’s                . 

CORRELATING THE PARABLE 
Let’s do some correlation right now.  

Other’s with a hardened heart condition: 

• Felix, a governor: Acts 24:22-27  

• Alexander the Copper-smith: 2 Timothy 4:14-15  

 

2.  Next, Jesus mentioned the rocky soil. 

Mark 4:16–17 NLT 
16 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who 
hear the message and immediately receive it with 
joy.  
 



17 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t 
last long. They fall away as soon as they have 
problems or are persecuted for believing God’s 
word. 

Here Jesus is describing a person who is trying to 
find a                          to                .  

SIDE NOTE: It would be a good idea to do a study 
about Judas as you correlate this passage. His rocky-
soil soul became his undoing. He tolerated the 
gospel, but he never really embraced it or allowed it 
to take root. 

Now Jesus’ story gets really interesting.  

3.  The thorny soil is mentioned next. 

Mark 4:18–19 NLT 
18 The seed that fell among the thorns represents 
others who hear God’s word,  
 
19 but all too quickly the message is crowded out by 
the worries of this life, the lure of wealth, and the 
desire for other things, so no fruit is produced. 

What does ἐπιθυμία (Desire) mean?  

                                                                                              
                                                                                              
                                                                                               

Biblical example of someone who got lost in the 
thorny soil: 2 Timothy 4:10  



4.  Finally, there is the fertile soil mentioned at the 
end of the story. 

Mark 4:20 NLT 
20 And the seed that fell on good soil represents 
those who hear and accept God’s word and produce 
a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as 
much as had been planted!” 

What does the word παραδέχομαι (accept) 
mean?                                                                    

If you’re like one of these genuine followers of 
Jesus, I applaud you for your ongoing commitment. 

APPLYING THE PARABLE 
Here’s something interesting about this parable: all 
four soils hear the Word.  

Here’s the main message of the parable: 
the                             of your                 will determine 
the                       of your             .  

  



 

Just as it’s important for a chef to sample the food 
before serving it to others, we need to apply God’s 
Word to our own lives before teaching (or 
preaching) it to others. Right now I’d like to invite 
you to take some time to examine your own heart. 
This exercise will serve as an example for you to 
follow each time you study the Scriptures. 

1. Read 1 Peter 1:13–2:3 slowly and thoughtfully, 
and observe the passage carefully. List the types 
of ungodly behaviors that Peter tells believers to 
rid themselves of. What does Peter describe as 
the imperishable seed of God? What does that 
seed allow us to do? Since we have tasted that 
the Lord is good, what nutrition does Peter 
suggest we are to crave, and why? 

2. In week 7, we learned about Psalm 139 and how 
God created us. In that chapter, David details 
how God created us, knows us, and remains with 
us. In the final two verses of this psalm, David 
asks God to search his heart and convict him of 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.1Pe1.13-2.3
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps139


any sin in his life. Find a quiet place where you 
won’t be interrupted and carefully read through 
Psalm 139, meditating on how great God is and 
recording several specific characteristics about 
Him that you are most grateful for. 

Read the final two verses of Psalm 139 out loud, 
praying that God’s Spirit will search your heart. 
Respond to the Spirit’s prompting with confession, 
repentance, gratitude, and praise. 

3. Read Isaiah 6:10-13. In this passage the prophet 
Isaiah is calling the people of Judah to surrender 
their self-reliance and submit to God. What are 
you to do (and not do) with your eyes, ears, and 
heart in order to respond in obedience to God’s 
holy Word? 

4. Read Psalm 19, which explains how God speaks 
through creation and His Word. Pay particular 
attention to verses 7-11, which describe the 
Scriptures. Write down the characteristics of 
God’s Word. According to this passage, how can 
we be free of guilt and innocent of great sin 
before the Lord? Use Psalm 19:14 as the basis for 
an earnest prayer to God. Write this prayer in 
your own words, and use it to pray before your 
next teaching opportunity. 

https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps139
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps139
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Is6.10-13
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps19
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps19.7-11
https://ref.ly/logosref/Bible.Ps19.14
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